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THE PRESIDENT
SPEAKS 

Muthanna

Well hello there. As Bukit Tunku residents I 
would, on behalf of the Bukit Tunku Residents 
Association (BTRA) welcome you to this 
latest issue of ‘Living on the Hill.’
Actually it’s the first to bear that name 
because, as you will see, we have tried to 
make the magazine a little more than just a 
news letter.  Sure, there’s updates and news 
from folks but there’s also some little think 
pieces; Kenneth Smith’s recollections of the 
Hill in the 70’s and my observations of the 
primate situation. I hope to make these a 
regular feature. And there’s a lovely piece by 
Ruth Yeoh on the environment in China.
And there’s colour. Which is nice.
This we have called our New Year Issue 
because we will be trying to do this three or 
four times a year.
But, most importantly, this cannot happen 
without content so; write letters, write articles, 
idle gossip, observations; just get the dirty 
water off your chest. Let us know of any 
events, parties, weddings etc and do send in 
photos.  It will all go to make an interesting 
reading and really enable us to bind our 
community together. 
And, last but by no means least a huge 
thank-you to our team from the committee for 
their great contributions; Kat, Marcia, Tee Jin 
and Lorien.
So I really hope you find this issue 
interesting, informative and even fun. If you 
do please let us know.  If you don’t…..erm, 
also can.

Love.  Paul

Paul Loosley

A note from 
the editor

Credits
Design. Artshop Sdn Bhd. www.artshop-kl.com
Printing.
Photos. Members of the BTRA Committee
Living on the Hill is the official journal of the Bukit Tunku 
Residents Association.
BTRA registration: PERSATUAN PENDUDUK BUKIT TUNKU 
KUALA LUMPUR, Bukit Tunku Residents’ Association  No. 
Pendaftar 1443/92 (Wilayah Persekutuan)

Dear BTRA Members & Neighbours,
Time flies! It does not seem that long ago 
when we held our AGM when in fact it is 
already almost 4 months since it was held 
on 26th June 2009. The new committee 
went on to have its 1st meeting on 1st 
September. It wasted no time in deciding 
what key issues to address in its 12 month 
term of office: 
Development. The KL Plan still needs to be 
gazetted. So long as this is not settled, our 
rights will never be certain. 
Environment. We cannot call ourselves a 
premier neighbourhood if we look at our 
(uneven)road surfaces, our (broken)drains, 
our (messy)grass verges, our (fallen)trees, 
our (eroding)slopes. 
Neighbourliness. Or more accurately the 
lack of it.
Membership. A higher proportion of 
residents as members gives us more 
credibility when dealing with the authorities
Security. Members who subscribe to our 
Security Service have not had their homes 
compromised. If all residents subscribe to 
our service, we can double-up our patrols 
which already visit each subscriber’s home 
8 times a night – thus discouraging 
intruders from our neighbourhood
Various Committee members have agreed 
to take on the following responsibilities:
Cik Khatijah Khalid will be responsible for 
Development
Mrs Marcia Tan, Mr Tan Beng Keong & 
Miss Ruth Yeoh will be jointly responsible 
for Environmental issues

Mr John Smurthwaite, Tan Sri Dr Yahya
Awang, Mr Paul Loosely, Mrs Lorien 
Holland and Miss Ruth Yeah will take on 
the challenge of increasing membership
Mr Gan Tee Jin will be responsible for the 
Security Scheme
Mrs Lorien Holland and Mr Paul Loosely will 
be jointly responsible in communicating 
neighbourhood news and BTRA activities 
via our newsletter and website
Datuk Tan Hoe Pin and Datuk Lim Fung
Chee will assist the various committees as 
and when required
I was invited to the Bukit Damansara 
Carnival held on the 4th October. It was 
organised by the Bukit Damansara 
Residents Association and was launched 
by the Minister for the Federal Territory 
himself. It was very impressive to see 
participation by many residents with stalls 
selling food, books and household items. 
There were activities for children. 
Performances by residents. Medical talks 
by doctors. It was even obviously important 
enough to attract a bank to set up a booth 
and an airline to have its stewardesses 
there promoting its destinations and fares! 
I’m told that one mobile phone company 
was itself sending SMS texts to its users to 
attend the Carnival! The place was packed 
and the strong feeling of neighbourliness 
prevailed. Something similar will be planned 
by the present BTRA Committee. I hope 
that it will draw strong participation from 
members and neighbours
Watch This Space!
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The roads/drains situation
We recognize the roads and drains in Bukit 
Tunku/Taman Duta are in deplorable condition and 
getting increasingly worse as new projects and 
renovations get underway. Many roads are uneven 
and riddled with potholes; Pinggiran Tunku is 
particularly bad and band aid solutions by DBKL in 
recent years to cover up the potholes and patch up 
the roads are ineffective and inadequate. 
Similarly, many of our drains are old and some 
have given way and they have not been repaired 
and upkeep. Along Jln Bukit Tunku, works 
commenced last year to upgrade the drains but 
the contractors appear to have left before 
completion of the project. 
We have sent pictures to DBKL and have 
appealed to them once again to re-tar our roads 
and repair/upgrade damaged drains. So far, the 
only roads which have been completely retarred
are Jln Tunku Putra and Jln Taman Duta leading 
to the residence of the Prime Minister at Taman 
Duta. We hope to meet with DBKL once again and 
accompany them on a site visit before the month 
is up.

Street lighting
Apart from isolated blowouts, street lights in the 
neighbourhood appear to be in order. After a long 
lapse and constant reminding, the street lighting at 
Jln Merchu have once again been restored. 
Please do your bit and call 15454 whenever you 
notice any of the street lamps not functioning 
especially along where you live. 

Landscaping
Over the years, lallang has overtaken much of the 
grass verges and greenery in Bukit Tunku/Taman 
Duta and grass cutting is unable to keep up with 
the rate at which the lallang grows. An attempt 
was 

made by DBKL to beautify the mini roundabout at 
Jln Tunku last year but the transplanted trees died 
and the area which was dug out by DBKL to 
accommodate the replanting is now covered with 
lallang and is a real eyesore.  We have on many 
occasions appealed to DBKL to have the lallang
dug out and cleared and replanted with cow grass 
and have recently been advised that there are now 
plans afoot to relandscape Bukit Tunku/Taman Duta
in stages. We have quickly notified them that BTRA 
would like to participate in any forthcoming plans 
and hope to meet them soon to further discuss their 
proposals.

Marcia Kok & 
Kat Khalid

What’s Going On
New Year Issue 2010
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KL City Plan 2020
The drafting of KL City Plan 2020 is in the final stages. Latest news is that the Public 
Objection Hearing Committee has presented their report to the Mayor’s office for 
further review, after which it will be presented to the Ministry of Federal Territories.   
We shall inform you of any further updates.

Telco Towers
Celcom Tower at Langgak Tunku and Asiaspace Tower at Pinggiran Tunku
The  Malaysian Communications & Multimedia Commission (MCMC) has reassured 
us that the towers are  ‘safe” (read footnote below).   DBKL meanwhile, says they 
gave approval for the construction of these two towers as our residents had 
complained about poor reception.  They had allowed these two towers to be erected 
at the particular sites to cover the “blind spots” in our area.  However the point of 
contention is that the distance of tower to a house must comply with the Ministry of 
Housing guidelines in relation to “falling objects” safety issues i.e. 

BTRA and the residents whose houses are directly affected by the proximity of the 
towers have brought this up with DBKL time and again.    BTRA was informed 
recently that the Planning Department of DBKL will re- open the file and revert to us.
An excerpt from the website:  Radiation produced by mobile phone base stations is 
not serious at all. The radiation produced is extremely small. Its strength is just 
enough to allow its communication with mobile phones within in a limited area. A 
series of assessments carried out by the Malaysian Institute of Nuclear Technology 
Research (MINT) indicate that the radiation emitted by mobile phone base stations is 
below 0.001% of the exposure limit allowed by national and international authorities 
for members of the public to receive.    
More information can be obtained at www.rfrad.gov.my

Dangerous exit
Langgak Tunku to Jalan Duta
A bit of background – What used to be a roundabout became an intersection when 
the flyover /viaduct were built in front of Arkib Negara.  Works were carried out by 
JKR and was handed over to DBKL in August this year.   
BTRA and a few residents had made several complaints to DBKL regarding the 
“merging and weaving” problem caused by incoming traffic from the Segambut
roundabout, which made it quite impossible for our cars to exit into Jalan Duta.  
There is also the traffic jam problem on Langgak Tunku caused by this backflow.
After our complaints, DBKL did carry out the following:-
Trimmed the tall plants on the island at the junction
Installed 3mm speed breakers on the stretch from Segambut roundabout to the 
intersection
Painted  a yellow box at the intersection
We then went to DBKL for a meeting with the Traffic Department officers recently.  
A few suggestions were discussed and will be looked into by DBKL.  Various 
alternatives such as humps, safety mirrors, tigers eyes, road stars, ribs, traffic lights, 
turning radius realignment etc were thrown back and forth but will all depend on 
whether any of this will cause backflow to the Segambut roundabout traffic which 
directly affects Jalan Kuching as well.  DBKL has made several site visits and will 
have their own survey done before any changes are carried out.  We will follow up.

http://www.rfrad.gov.my/
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WALL OF 

SHAME!

NEWSFLASH
Environment Seminar
Stuff, stuff everywhere – if you always wanted to cut down on what you have, read on!
BTRA member Leni Chan organized an excellent talk for the BTRA on September 19. 
Around 40 members came along to hear how we can PRACTICALLY live a more 
environmental life. Speaker Ee Lynn from the “Greener Living” special interest group of 
the Malaysian Nature Society cut through much of the conflicting information out there 
and came up with many strategies to REDUCE, REUSE and RECYCLE in Malaysia. 
The BTRA already has a recycling truck at the ready at the Selangor Property Shops 
every 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 4-6pm. The recycling guy will take all your cans and 
bottles and newspapers and other recyclables and even pay for some of the more 
lucrative ones, like aluminium drink cans.
But if you’ve read this far, I guess you already know that isn’t quite enough. Leni kindly 
compiled a list of useful recycling venues for many other kinds of stuff that we no longer 
want, like clothes, computers, glossy magazines and furniture. This is in a very useful list 
below.
More important, our MNS speaker Ee Lynn’s underlying point was that REDUCING 
consumption is the most important thing we can do. Of course, recycling is important, but 
the key is to buy and use less. If you are prevaricating and think that you are actually 
doing “national service” by buying more things and boosting the Malaysian economy, 
then please take 20 minutes to watch “The Story of Stuff” on your computer or TV.  You 
can download it on You Tube, and it’s a funny and compelling look at how much we shop 
and how we can cut down. More than 7 million views! I think all of us who watched it at 
the MNS talk were affected by its clear and simple message to CUT DOWN.
Of course, clearing out your stuff is a very good first stage. Here is Leni’s compilation of 
useful recycling points:
•Old furniture (in good condition) electrical items (working & not working) old clothes, 
newspaper, cardboard, plastic glass (quite a one-stop shop, and they will pick up…)

Pertubuhan Amal Seri Sinar
Lot 754, Jalan Sungai Tekali,
Batu 14, 43100 Hulu Langat, Selangor
Tel: +603- 9021 1888
Fax: +603- 9021 3022 website: http://recyclecharity.org/en/
•Computers – Google “Dell Malaysia recycling” and see how Dell will take away your old 
computer
•Glossy magazines – BTRA member Sal Addington uses old glossy (must be glossy) 
magazines for a basket-making project for single mothers. sal@addingtons.com
•Mens shirts and shopping bags – Thrift Shop, 81 Jalan Berangang, Kuala Lumpur 
(between 12-5pm)
Also, here is a check list of 10 things you can do to reduce, reusue and recycle
1: Bring my own shopping bag when I go shopping
2: Bring my own food container when I take away food
3: Bring my own drinking water in a bottle whenever I go out
4: Make memo pads from used paper rather than buy Post-its, memo pads or note books
5: Take good care of my mobile phone and other electrical appliances rather than keep 
replacing broken ones
6: Practice a “buy nothing” day once a month
7: Reduce my waste to such an extent that I only need to take out the garbage one day a 
week
8: Set up a compost heap for garden waste 
9: Buy only relevant gifts that will be appreciated. If unsure, check with the recipient or 
his/her family
10. Avoid going shopping when hungry or depressed as these are times when 
consumers are most vulnerable to impulse spending

Lorien Holland

New Year Issue 2010

STOP PRESS
On the morning of December 3rd the wall came down further, and 
a pole holding the electricity cables smashed onto the road. Many 
homes were without electricity until nearly 3pm, by when a new 
pole was set up on the opposite side of the street. Luckily, due to 
the rain, there were not too many local walkers out. What might 
have happened if there were doesn’t bear thinking about. As of 
going to press the inclined wall still hangs there...

http://recyclecharity.org/en/
mailto:sal@addingtons.com
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THE 
BRUNEI 
LOT

As you can see from this 
very nice letter  and the 
pictures that the 
demolition of the 
abandoned old Brunei 
Palace is underway.  And 
it is being done with great 
care for the 
neighborhood.  For which 
we should be grateful.  It 
bodes well that hopefully 
what will replace it will 
blend into and enhance 
the beauty of our Hill.

Hope 
springs 
eternal
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A better 
world
Ruth Yeoh



9



10

Tee Jin

Incidents
Over the past three years, I am happy to report 
that none of our paying members suffered any 
incidents except at 4 Changkat Duta. This was 
a vacant house undergoing major renovation, 
and thieves helped themselves to site materials 
such as copper pipes, drain covers and 
construction tools. At around the same period, 
other homes also found their metal garbage 
doors or drain covers missing. Victims of high 
scrap metail prices last year. 
Otherwise, typical incidents involve young 
romancing couples (or double-dates), ghost 
seekers in abandoned houses, mat rempits and 
the occasional open gate of members. Of late, 
these encounters have abated. I would like to 
think that our patrols have something to do with 
it. Perhaps it is also due to the police dedicating 
one patrol car to cover Bukit Tunku, Taman 
Duta and the government offices on the other 
side of Jalan Duta. 
For a long time, there was no street lighting on 
Jalan Merchu, purportedly because DBKL had 
not paid its electtricity bills to TNB. The 
situation seems to be resolved now that a 
meter has been installed to measure electricity 
consumption for the purpose of a proper billing.

More Support is 
Needed
With only 47 paying members, only a small 
fraction of the households are supporting this 
service. More members will translate into 
additional patrol vehicles, beefing up visibility 
and deterrence significantly to the benefit of 
everyone. Anecdotally, some non-members 
have suffered higher rates of break-ins, 
whereas most of our paying members are 
satisfied customers.
See insert for easy application.

Safety 
First

Our brave boys in yellow

New Year Issue 2010
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Green
Hill

Marcia Kok
Recycling is going well

We are pleased to report that the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday recycling initiative has taken off and 
collection is steadily increasingly with growing 
awareness amongst residents of this facility. The 
recycle truck currently accepts paper, magazines, 
cardboard, aluminium and metal tins, glass bottles 
and jars, plastic, beverage cartons and even used 
computers and computer parts for which payment 
is made based on prevailing rates for the respective 
materials.

How to recycle.
Please prepare your papers, bottles and plastic containers for recycling.
For information, a recycle truck comes by on 1st. and 3rd. Wednesdays of the month 
between 4 - 6 pm to Taman Tunku (Selangor Properties) shops and apartments at 
Langgak Tunku.
Please note that the truck may not be parked at the same spot every time. However, if 
you have any problems, you may call Mr. Umesh of Alam Flora, hp no. 019-276 2208

Source: YTL Corporation Berhad's "Climate Change Week" Campaign
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NEW 
PILES ON THE 
HILL
with LORIEN

DALAMAN TUNKU HOUSE Plenty of 
rooms with a view in this up and coming 
construction in the heart of Bukit Tunku

SELEKOH TUNKU HOUSE Serious 
earthworks and concrete slabs here. Looks 
like the makings of a modern masterpiece 
worthy of inclusion in Wallpaper* mag. The 
views will be stunning.

LURAH TUNKU HOUSE This roomy "des 
res" has been a model for efficient building 
and is on target for completion next summer. 
Should have good views of the Federal 
Mosque.

WILDLIFE
WATCH

Lorien Holland

These are the small pigeon-like 
birds that like sitting on the road 
and in the grass, and only seem 
to get out of the way of passing 
cars (or footballs) at the last 
possible minute. Their call is a 
series of soft, staccato cooing 
notes and they are popular as 
pets, particularly in Indonesia 
where cooing competitions are 
held to find the bird with the best 
voice.

Bukit Tunku and Taman 
Duta are an oasis of 
wildlife in our ever 
expanding city. Here are 
three of the more 
common birds you might 
see out of your window, 
in your garden, or on an 
early morning walk..

Zebra Dove (Geopelia striata)

White-throated Kingfisher
(Halcyon smyrnensis)

These are tree kingfishers, 
sometimes mistaken for 
woodpeckers on account of 
their rather large beaks. They 
tend to live near to water, and 
not travel far from their nest, but 
you can often see their brilliant 
blue plumage flit through the 
trees. They mainly hunt insects, 
earthworms, rodents, snakes, 
fish and frogs. The call of this 
kingfisher is a chuckling chake-
ake-ake-ake-ake.

Greater Racket-tailed 
Drongo (Dicrurus paradiseus)
The drongo is conspicuous in 
forest habitats around Bukit 
Tunku (well, at least in my 
garden) as it often perches in 
the open and attracts attention 
with a wide range of loud calls 
that include near-perfect 
imitations of many other birds. 
Its main distinguishing feature 
is its racket tail – a bunch of 
feathers at the end of a bald 
quill. In flight it can appear as if 
two large bees were chasing a 
black bird.
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Kenneth 
Smith

New Year Issue 2010
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Say hello to

SID
Art and 
Archana

Just opened here on The Hill is Sid’s 
Pub. This is Sid’s third great pub in KL, 
the others are in Bangsar and Taman 
Tun. Each Sid’s Pub serves up hot, 
delicious English pub grub and all your 
favorite tipples including Guinness and 
the aptly named Kilkenny’s Irish Bitter, 
both on draught.  It’s there on the 
parade of shops under the Selangor
Properties apartments.
There’s a great atmosphere of chat, 
laughter and when Sid’s has its famous 
big screen sports nights fair helping of 
shouting and friendly rivalry. Altogether 
it looks like Sid’s just the place to meet 
you buddies, have meal or grab a drink 
and have a really good time. Laugh, 
argue and scream at the top of your 
voice. Sid’s is definitely the place to call 
your ‘local’.
Find out more at 

http://www.sidspubs.com/

HAPPENING ON THE HILL

Art is now more than ever an international 
passion. Indian art is bursting into art scenes 
everywhere from New York and Paris to 
Kuala Lumpur and Hong Kong. And 
Malaysian artists are quickly gaining ground 
and regard all over the world. Gallery 
Archana is the brainchild of Archana 
Marshall dedicated to bringing some of the 
finest in contemporary Indian, Sri Lankan, 
Korean, French and Malaysian Arts to her 
gallery here on The Hill. Some recent 
exhibitions have featured the remarkable 
ceramics of Vinata Goswamyk , Jolly Koh’s
vigorous paintings of Malaysian life and 
Karan’s fluorescent photography. Altogether 
Archana Gallery is dedicated to making art 
more accessible and appreciated. Visit the 
website www.archanagallery.com and find 
out more.

Mountain Birds. 
Jolly Koh

B13b: Vinata Goswamy

CALENDAR
Date Holiday Applicable to

1 Jan New Year
All except Johor, Kedah, 
Kelantan, Perlis & 
Terengganu

14 Jan
Yang di-Pertuan Besar
Negeri Sembilan's
Birthday

Negeri Sembilan only

17 Jan Sultan of Kedah's
Birthday

Kedah only

30 Jan Thaipusam

Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya, 
Johor, Negeri Sembilan, 
Perak, Penang & Selangor
only

1 Feb Federal Territory Day
Federal Territory of Kuala 
Lumpur, Labuan & Putrajaya 
only

14 Feb Chinese New Year National

15 Feb Chinese New Year (2nd 
Day)

National except Kelantan and 
Terengganu

26 Feb
Prophet Muhammad's 
Birthday
(Maulidur Rasul)

National

4 Mar Anniversary of Installation
of Sultan of Terengganu Terengganu only

30 Mar Sultan of Kelantan's
Birthday

Kelantan only

31 Mar Sultan of Kelantan's
Birthday

Kelantan only

2 Apr Good Friday Sabah & Sarawak only

8 Apr Sultan of Johor's Birthday Johor only

15 Apr Declaration of Malacca as
a Historical City

Malacca only

19 Apr Sultan of Perak's BirthdayPerak only

1 May Labour Day National

7 May Hari Hol Pahang Pahang only

17 May Raja Perlis' Birthday Perlis only

28 May Wesak Day National

30 May Harvest Festival Sabah & Labuan only

31 May Harvest Festival Sabah & Labuan only

1 Jun Hari Gawai Sarawak only

2 Jun Hari Gawai Sarawak only

5 Jun Agong's Birthday National

19 Jun Hari Hol Almarhum Sultan 
Johor

Johor only

10 Jul Penang Governor's 
Birthday

Penang only

10 Jul Israk & Mikraj Kedah, Negeri Sembilan & 
Perlis only

20 Jul Sultan of Terengganu's
Birthday

Terengganu only

Malaysia School Holidays for 2010
13.3.2010 - 21.3.2010
5.6.2010 - 20.6.2010
4.9.2010 - 12.9.2010

20.11.2010 - 2.1.2011

http://www.archanagallery.com/
http://www.archanagallery.com/arts_more_info.asp?artid=485&cid=3
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Sid’s Pub BUKIT TUNKU
H2 Taman Tunku, 

Off Langkat Tunku, Bukit Tunku, 
Kuala Lumpur 50480

www.sidspubs.com

Pop down to your local.


